Fire in my Bones
The Life and Times of Jeremiah the Prophet
I have had the privilege of adventure traveling all over the lands of the Bible. Over the years, I have collected
over 800 pottery sherds from biblical sites throughout Israel and Jordan. They are signs and symbols that give
us clues into the ancient times and stories of Scripture. Each one was handmade by the skill of a master potter.
Twenty-six hundred years ago, God sent the prophet Jeremiah on a field trip to the potter’s house. It was there
that God impressed upon Jeremiah one of the most powerful messages he would receive in his lifetime. I want
to invite you on the same field trip today. As Jeremiah does not identify the name of the potter nor the location
of his house, we cannot retrace the steps of his trip, but we can make our way to the place of revelation and
learn the life lessons God taught to Jeremiah for Israel and the ones He has for us today.
“Jeremiah’s Field Trip to the Potter’s House”
Jeremiah 18:1-6
This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD: 2 "Go down to the potter's house, and there I will give
you my message." 3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he
was shaping from the clay was marred in his hands; so the potter formed it into another pot, shaping it as
seemed best to him. 5 Then the word of the LORD came to me. 6 He said, "Can I not do with you, Israel, as this
potter does?" declares the LORD. "Like clay in the hand of the potter, so are you in my hand, Israel.
Here is a picture of the ancient art of pottery shaping. It is most remarkable in that very ordinary elements are
employed. There is clay, water, and a wheel or base from which to work. But out of the ordinary elements the
master potter does his magic. Out of the nondescript lump of clay, the hands of the potter begin to squeeze, to
shape, to coaxe, to mold the clay until it is transformed to reflect the image embedded in the mind of the potter.
What makes this passage so poignant is that the inanimate clay becomes personified. It is no longer pottery but
people that God is shaping and molding. Let’s do our best today to recapture the message God imprinted on the
heart of Jeremiah as he watched, as he pondered, as he listened for the voice of God at the Potter’s House.

As the potter worked, the Spirit of God witnessed and Jeremiah worshipped as he learned four unforgettable life
lessons that day. I’ll show you from the text of Scripture the potter’s plan, the potter’s pressure, the potter’s
patience and the potter’s promise. If you will track carefully with me, I think it will become clear that the real
potter we are talking about is God; that the clay He is shaping is your life; and that the house we are visiting is
Meadows Baptist Church.
1.

The Potter’s Plan (Jeremiah 18:2)
● God has a plan for your life
● Romans 8:29-30

2.

The Potter’s Pressure (Jeremiah 18:3)
● God is working to transform you

●

Hebrews 12:7-11

3.

The Potter’s Patience (Jeremiah 18:4)
● God is never hurried or flustered
● Isaiah 46:10

4.

The Potter’s Promise (Jeremiah 18:6)
● God never gives up even when you mess up
● Philippians 1:6

We are all flawed clay. But the master potter is always at his work and He will not finish until his masterpiece
is completed. YOU are that masterpiece! The wheel is spinning, the Master is waiting. Come to the Potter’s
house today.
Biblical Benediction
“May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.”
2 Corinthians 13:14 NIV

