Fire in my Bones
The Life and Times of Jeremiah the Prophet
“A Far Cry from Hometown Hospitality”
or
“How to Swim with the Sharks without being Eaten”
Jeremiah 11:17-23
The LORD Almighty, who planted you, has decreed disaster for you, because the people of both Israel and
Judah have done evil and aroused my anger by burning incense to Baal. 18 Because the LORD revealed their
plot to me, I knew it, for at that time he showed me what they were doing. 19 I had been like a gentle lamb led to
the slaughter; I did not realize that they had plotted against me, saying, "Let us destroy the tree and its fruit; let
us cut him off from the land of the living, that his name be remembered no more." 20 But you, LORD Almighty,
who judge righteously and test the heart and mind, let me see your vengeance on them, for to you I have
committed my cause. 21 Therefore this is what the LORD says about the people of Anathoth who are
threatening to kill you, saying, "Do not prophesy in the name of the LORD or you will die by our hands"-- 22
therefore this is what the LORD Almighty says: "I will punish them. Their young men will die by the sword,
their sons and daughters by famine. 23 Not even a remnant will be left to them, because I will bring disaster on
the people of Anathoth in the year of their punishment."

Three lifelines can help you survive when you are swimming with the sharks:
1. God knows your circumstance.
● Jeremiah was afflicted (Jeremiah 11:21)
● Revelation 2:13
● Drinking from Hagar’s well (Genesis 16:12-13)
2. God protects your back.
● Jeremiah was delivered (Jeremiah 11:18)
● Isaiah 54:17
● David’s delightful discovery in the midst of danger (Psalm 23:3b-5a)
3. God accomplishes his purposes.
● Jeremiah was frustrated (Jeremiah 12:1-2)
● Hebrews 6:10
● Job’s anchor in a sea of uncertainty (Job 42:1-3)
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