Fire in my Bones
The Life and Times of Jeremiah the Prophet
“Spiritual Adultery”
Jeremiah 3:6-10, 20
During the reign of King Josiah, the LORD said to me, "Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? She has
gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. 7 I thought that
after she had done all this she would return to me but she did not, and her unfaithful sister Judah saw it. 8 I gave
faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I saw that her
unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery. 9 Because Israel's immorality
mattered so little to her, she defiled the land and committed adultery with stone and wood. 10 In spite of all this,
her unfaithful sister Judah did not return to me with all her heart, but only in pretense," declares the LORD. . .
.20 But like a woman unfaithful to her husband, so you, Israel, have been unfaithful to me," declares the LORD.
1. The heart of biblical discipleship is cultivating an intimate relationship with God.
● The beautiful image of marriage
o The marriage message
▪ I choose you
▪ I am complete with you
▪ Life is best for me when shared with you
● The hurtful image of adultery
o The adultery ailment
▪ I am dissatisfied with you
▪ I want what you can’t give
▪ My pleasure is more important to me than your pain
The
insightful
image of the covenant relationship with God
●
o “We’re just friends”
“You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God?
Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.” James 4:4
o How do you feel about God?
“Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the
garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the
garden.” Genesis 3:8
2. An intimate relationship is built on practical disciplines.

● Transparency: unguarded openness with someone
o How do you deal with sin?
● Loyalty: uncompromised allegiance to someone
o How do you share Christ with others?
● Exclusivity: uncommon privilege for someone
o How do you pour out your heart to God in prayer?
Ecstasy:
undiminished delight in someone
●
o How well and often do you worship?
● What work are you putting into your relationship with God?
“So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in
him, strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.” (Colossians
2:6-7)

3. There are serious consequences to neglecting intimacy in a relationship.

The shocking decree that God is divorced (Jeremiah 3:8)
The imprint of anemic intimacy
o Your heart values can shift
o Your vulnerability to temptation increases
o Your potential for intimacy is compromised
o Your loss may be irretrievable
How
is your love life with the Lord?
●
“. . . who is he who will devote himself to be close to me?' declares the LORD.” Jeremiah 30:21b
●
●

Will you commit yourself to the ways of intimacy today . . . with God . . . with your spouse . . . with your family
. . . with your church?

