Fire in my Bones
The Life and Times of Jeremiah the Prophet

The tiny arctic tern makes the longest migration of any animal in the world. Miniature new transmitters
recently revealed that the 4-ounce bird follows zigzagging routes between Greenland and Antarctica each year.
In the process, the arctic tern racks up about 44,000 frequent flier miles. Since the birds often live 30 years or
more, the researchers estimate that, over its lifetime, an arctic tern migrates about 1.5 million miles—equal to
three trips to the moon and back.
The arctic tern is an amazing example of God’s creative genius. The instincts, the discipline, the drive and the
determination of the arctic tern to navigate the course of life are awe-inspiring. God also put a remarkable
navigation system in human beings. There is an innate desire in man to know God and to find his way back to
God. Sadly, we have sabotaged that hardwiring by our sin. Responding to the Word of God is the only way to
recover it and to stay on track. We will see this morning from Jeremiah chapter 8 how the people of God
rejected His Word to their own demise.
“Worthless Wisdom”
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"Say to them, 'This is what the LORD says: "'When people fall down, do they not get up? When someone
turns away, do they not return? 5 Why then have these people turned away? Why does Jerusalem always turn
away? They cling to deceit; they refuse to return. 6 I have listened attentively, but they do not say what is right.
None of them repent of their wickedness, saying, "What have I done?" Each pursues their own course like a
horse charging into battle. 7 Even the stork in the sky knows her appointed seasons, and the dove, the swift and
the thrush observe the time of their migration. But my people do not know the requirements of the LORD. 8
"'How can you say, "We are wise, for we have the law of the LORD," . . . 9 The wise will be put to shame; they
will be dismayed and trapped. Since they have rejected the word of the LORD, what kind of wisdom do they
have?
How does one reject the word of the Lord?
● By ignorance: I am unaware of it
● By negligence: I am inattentive to it
● By disobedience: I am rebelling against it
● By manipulation: I am reinterpreting it
● Are you in danger of rejecting God’s Word?
Why would one reject the word of the Lord?
● Pride: I can’t admit I’m wrong
● Tradition: I can’t betray my upbringing or training
● Deception: I can’t ignore popular opinion
● Fear: I can’t risk failure
● Pleasure/lust: I can’t deny my desires

● What influences might be undermining God’s Word in your life?
What are the consequences of rejecting the word of the Lord?
● Immorality: the perversion of God’s design
● Religion: the substitution of rituals about God for intimacy with God
● Deception: the elimination of absolute truth
● Judgement: the execution of divine discipline
● Are you willing to pay the high price for rejecting God’s Word?
What does it look like to respect and embrace God’s Word?
● The good confession: “The Bible is God’s Word to me”
● The good discipline: “I will devotionally read God’s Word daily”
● The good plan: “I will have a systematic plan of reading the whole Bible and will hold myself
accountable”
● The good practice: “I will put into practice what the Scriptures reveal”
● The good gift: “I will share God’s word with others”

Every year the arctic tern navigates its way from Greenland at the top of the globe to Antarctica at its southern
tip and back again. This remarkable migration is accomplished by attentiveness to God’s instinctive design.
God has created you to walk in intimacy with him. It is a journey, a pilgrimage, a daily walk. Your ability to
stay on course in life hinges on whether you reject or respect God’s Word. In his famous sermon on the mount,
Jesus nailed it when he said, "Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is
like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew
and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on the rock. 26 But everyone who
hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a foolish man who built his house on sand.
27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great
crash." (Matt. 7:24-27 NIV). What are you doing daily with the Word of God?

