The Presence of Christmas
Celebrating the gifts of God
The gifts of God reveal his presence and we have celebrated those gifts throughout this month: the gift of eternal life;
the gift of Scripture; the gift of heaven; the gift of anointed service; and the gift of Jesus our Savior. On this last
Sunday of 2017, we celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit. All of God’s gifts are intended to awaken us to his
presence and the gift of the Holy Spirit is the ultimate intimacy. The creation reveals that God is “for us.” The
incarnation reveals that God is “with us.” With the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, we discover that God is
“in us!”
“The Indwelling: Celebrating the gift of the Holy Spirit”
Acts 1:3-5
After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to
them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with
them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have
heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit."
Acts 1:3-5 NIV
1. The tabernacle of God’s presence





2.

The wilderness tabernacle (Exodus 25:1,8-9)
The Jesus tabernacle (John 1:1-4,14; Hebrews 1:1-3)
The believer’s tabernacle (Ephesians 1:13-14)
The church tabernacle (Ephesians 2:20-22)

The divine advocate





God the Father as our advocate (Job 16:19)
Jesus as our advocate (1 John 2:1)
The Holy Spirit as advocate (John 14:16-17, 26; 15:26; 16:7)

3.

The Holy Spirit at work






The fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-24)
Fearlessness to witness (Acts 4:31)
Conviction and conversion (John 16:8; Titus 3:5)
The filling (Ephesians 5:18)

Are you sealed and filled with God’s Holy Spirit?

