The Force Wars
We do not wrestle with flesh and blood
“Deciphering the Devil’s Schemes” Part II
Ephesians 6:10-13
“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you can take your stand
against the devil's schemes. 12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms. 13
Therefore put on the full armor of God, so that when the day of evil comes, you may be able to stand your ground,
and after you have done everything, to stand.”
Ephesians 6:10-13 NIV
Spiritual warfare is . . .
 a special kind of prayer
 to accomplish God’s will
 by recognizing and neutralizing demonic forces that opposes it
A review of Satan’s schemes
 scheme #1: camouflaging his work so he goes undetected
 scheme #2: enticing a person to pursue sinful desires
 scheme #3: dulling a person’s spiritual faculties or appetites
 scheme #4: unsettling a person’s confidence in God’s trustworthiness
scheme #5: saddling a person with shame and condemnation




Romans 8:1
The story of the condemned woman (John 8:1-11)

scheme #6: poisoning a person with unforgiveness and bitterness
 Hebrews 12:15




The story of Nelson Mandela
The story of Joseph (Genesis 45:4-5,8)

scheme #7: numbing a person with busyness and responsibility




Psalm 46:10
The story of Jesus’ solitude (Mark 1:35)

scheme #8: paralyzing a person with fear and anxiety




Psalm 53:5a
The story of David in the valley (perhaps the Valley of Elah) Psalm 23:4

scheme #9: sabotaging relationships with suspicion and misunderstanding




Zechariah 7:10b
The story of Saul and David (1 Samuel 18:9)

Conclusion: Are you standing your ground against the Devil by engaging in spiritual warfare? The story of Eleazar
ben Dodai and Shammah ben Agee (2 Samuel 23:9-12)

