Follow
Taking the next step
It was William Shakespeare who famously penned in the play “As You Like It” Act II, scene VII:
All the world’s a stage,
And all the men and women merely players;
They have their exits and their entrances,
And one man in his time plays many parts
It is the entrance that interests me this morning. Upon consideration, the entrance may be one of the
most significant concepts of the spiritual realm and of one’s spiritual life. The Bible is filled with
entrance stories. Think about Noah’s Ark; the Garden of Eden; the Holy of Holies in the Temple; King
Ahasuerus’s court that Queen Esther courageously approached unsummoned. Some of the most
legendary stories of Scripture have to do with entrances: who made them, how they were made and
why they were blocked for others.
Enter!
This is one of the great commandments of biblical discipleship.
What all is implied in this one-word directive?
This morning as we continue our summer series, “Follow: taking the next step” our one-word
discipleship focus is “ENTER: learning to recognize and respect God’s presence.”
The Psalmist draws a bullseye on this target truth in Psalm 100:4 “Enter his gates with thanksgiving
and his courts with praise; give thanks to him and praise his name.”
1. In its primary biblical use, entrance has to do with the presence of God.
• “Enter his gates . . . his courts”
• The Temple of Jesus’ time

•

God is omnipresent so in one sense we can never enter his presence because there is
nowhere God is not (Psalm 139:7-12)
Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your presence? 8 If I go up to the
heavens, you are there; if I make my bed in the depths, you are there. 9 If I rise on the

•
•
•

wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, 10 even there your hand will guide
me, your right hand will hold me fast. 11 If I say, "Surely the darkness will hide me and the
light become night around me," 12 even the darkness will not be dark to you; the night will
shine like the day, for darkness is as light to you.
It is really our awareness, or consciousness of God’s presence that is the variable.
(contrast Isaiah 6:3 and Habakkuk 2:14)
Psalm 89:15
1 John 1:7

2. There are heart requirements for entering the presence of God.
• “enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise”
• Micah 6:6-8
• The story of Noah’s Ark (Genesis 6)

3. Ultimately, divine entrance is determined by God.
• The story of Queen Esther

•
•

Jesus’ great entrance (Hebrews 9:12)
The narrow entrance to eternal life (Matthew 7:13)

