Over the course of the past two months we have run with the lions through some of the most death
defying, spine-tingling stories in Scripture. We have admired the courage of men like Samson, David,
Benaiah, Solomon, Daniel, the missionary priest of Samaria, the unnamed prophet of Judah and of
course the Lion of the tribe of Judah himself, Jesus Christ. Lions have long been a symbol of courage.
A famous figure from the Crusader era was the King of England, Richard the First, known as Richard
the Lionheart. As the final message of the series this morning, in honor of Mother’s Day, I want to
feature the feminine side of felines; as well as the feminine side of courage. I know no more
courageous position of influence and honor in the kingdom of heaven than a godly woman; a godly
mother; a godly grandmother. This morning’s message is not a lion story but it does have a lion link; an
application to a courageous lifestyle. In “The Look of a Lion: A courageous approach to Life” I offer
you four roaring verses that challenge us to a lion lifestyle.
King of the Jungle
Facing the untamed challenges of life
“The Look of a Lion: A courageous approach to life”
1 Chronicles 12:8; Proverbs 28:1; 30:30; Amos 3:8
“Their faces were the faces of lions . . .” 1 Chronicles 12:8b NIV
“the righteous are as bold as a lion.” Proverbs 28:1b NIV
"There are three things that are stately in their stride, four that move with stately bearing: 30 a lion,
mighty among beasts, who retreats before nothing;”
Proverbs 30:29-30 NIV
“The lion has roared—who will not fear? The Sovereign LORD has spoken-- who can but prophesy?”
Amos 3:8 NIV
Each of these four verses are a call to courage; not so much to look like a lion but to live like one; to
adopt a lion lifestyle. One that is regal and strong. Let’s look more closely into this concept of a lion
lifestyle.
1. A lion lifestyle is a commitment to approach life in a courageous way that is inspired by faith.
• Courage: a fierce determination to harness my fears to the faithfulness of God
• Heart surgery (Psalm 138:3 NIVO)
• The fear-busting secret (Psalm 23:4)
• The trust trigger (Psalm 56:5)
2. A lion lifestyle is like a muscle; it can be developed and strengthened with resistance training.
• Growing into a Man of God (Luke 1:30)
• How could you roar for more in your life?
o Your marriage
o Your knowledge of Scripture that reveals the ways of God
o Your effective witness to bring others to Christ

o Your contribution of service to the Lord in our church
3. A lion lifestyle can be taught to others by inspirational example and consistent nurture.
• Paul’s powerful example (1 Corinthians 11:1)
You’ve heard of the twelve disciples; well in honor of Mother’s Day, here is my list of Fifteen Fearless
Females of the Bible.
1. This woman was the first woman in all of human history, she was the first wife, she was the first
mom, the first woman to lose a child: today we celebrate the life of Eve.
2. This woman left her family never to see them again to follow a stranger she had just met to a
place she had never been to marry a man she had never seen in order to follow the call of
God upon her life: today we celebrate the life of Rebekah.
3. This woman defied the edict of a Pharaoh to save her son and trusted God to rescue her
baby boy from the reeds of the River Nile: today we celebrate the life of Jochebed.
4. This woman risked her livelihood as well as her safety to hide and protect the Hebrew spies
and so staked her future on the greatness of the God of Israel and his willingness to accept
an undeserving foreigner like herself: today we celebrate the life of Rahab.
5. This woman excelled in a man’s world of military conflict; she was a prophetess who inspired
the oppressed Israelites to rise up against Jabin King of Canaan and a miraculous victory was
won because of her courageous call: today we celebrate the life of Deborah.
6. This woman was a little known housewife who courageously nailed down the victory against
the Canaanites which Deborah inspired. Unafraid, she had welcomed the Canaanite colonel,
Sisera, into her tent to hide and then coaxing him to sleep with her calm manner and
courteous hospitality, she drove a tent spike through the temple of the tormentor of Israel:
today we celebrate the life of Jael.
7. This woman bore the grief of losing a spouse but turned her sorrow into a salve to minister to
others and in her willingness to leave behind the comforts of culture and community, she
immigrated to Israel to take care of her aging mother-in-law and was blessed by God to
become the great- grandmother of King David: today we celebrate the life of Ruth.
8. This woman was an orphan who became a queen but risked it all to rescue her people from
annihilation at the hands of wicked Haman: today we celebrate the life of Esther.
9. This woman defied the laws of physics and believed the unbelievable that she would
supernatural conceive and give birth to the Messiah; she who had been created and nurtured
by God nurtured the incarnate Christ as an embryo in her womb; she would mother and
model and minister to Christ as a child, as an adolescent, as a teenager, as a young man; she
would worship him and watch him die; and through it all she would trust in God: today we
celebrate the life of Mary the mother of Jesus.
10. This woman was old and far past her prime; she had lost her husband at an early age barely
past their honeymoon years, but she had turned her tears into a tenacity to seek God; she
didn’t just go to worship at the temple, she virtually lived there. So keen was her spiritual
sensitivity that the moment she saw the nondescript Jewish couple with their baby boy, the one
that looked like ten thousand others she had seen through the years, nonetheless, she knew it
was Messiah; today we celebrate the life of Anna.
11. This woman was broken and bitter, oppressed and possessed, defiled and demonized, but
Jesus set her free. And she spent the rest of her life devotedly following Christ. And so great

and deep and rich was this woman’s gratitude and allegiance to Christ, that upon rising from
the dead, it is not to the apostles or to his family but to this transformed woman that Jesus first
appeared: today we celebrate the life of Mary Magdalene.
12. This woman was ostracized and criticized; she was discarded and brokenhearted not once
but four times. She was caught in a lie but she met the truth; she had a thirst for what the
world could not satisfy and in a moment of belief she found eternal life and became the voice
that led an entire village to the feet of Christ: today we celebrate the life of The Samaritan
woman of Sychar.
13. This woman was industrious and insightful and with her husband became a dynamic duo in
the hands of God as a disciple maker and church planter leaving an indelible imprint on the
life and ministry of the Apostle Paul who for a time interned with them in their tent-making
business: today we celebrate the life of Priscilla.
14. This woman was a wizard with needle and thread; she clothed others with garments and
immersed them in glory; so deep and pervasive was her impact that God brought her back
from the dead for a sequel: today we celebrate the life of Dorcas.
15. These women represent a generational succession of spiritual impact; a godly woman who
shaped her daughter to shape her son to be sold out to God; Timothy, the protégé of the
Apostle Paul, who learned the ways of God from his mother who learned the ways of God
from her mother, and so together they become the first named three generational disciples of
the New Testament: today we celebrate the lives of Lois and Eunice.
Fifteen fearless females but there are countless others; not just from the pages of Scripture but down
through history: some famous and some nameless but all known and celebrated in heaven.
To every lady here today, we honor you, we celebrate you, we thank you and we pray for you to
fulfill your heavenly calling and magnify your motherly influence for the glory of God.
God’s desire for all of us today, male and female alike, is to adopt a lion lifestyle that settles for
nothing less than the will of God and strives for nothing more than the honor of God.

