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Apart from the Bible, Charles Dickens’, A Tale of Two Cities, has sold more copies than any other book. First
published in 1859 it has sold over 100 million copies. Its famous first line begins,
“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times . . . .”
Our story this morning could be similarly described. It is a tale of courageous daring as well as catastrophic defeat; a
story of the power of truth and the peril of deceit; a story about the faithfulness of God and the sinfulness of man. It is
a story about you and me. And of course, it is a story about a lion!
Life is defined by the choices we make. Good decisions lead to growth in our relationship with God and our
influence for His kingdom. Bad decisions can derail our spiritual growth and sabotage our witness. Think back a ways
in your life . . . a month, a year, maybe even a decade. Can you recall a decision or two that has left an indelible
imprint on your soul? I want to introduce you to an ancient Jewish prophet today who made both the best and the
worst decision of his
life . . . and it all happened on the same day! Let’s take a look at this tale of two kingdoms, two cities, two kings, two
prophets, two donkeys and one lion.
“The Prophet & the Lion: Making the tough decisions”
1 Kings 13
By the word of the LORD a man of God came from Judah to Bethel, as Jeroboam was standing by the altar to make
an offering. 2 By the word of the LORD he cried out against the altar: "Altar, altar! This is what the LORD says: 'A son
named Josiah will be born to the house of David. On you he will sacrifice the priests of the high places who make
offerings here, and human bones will be burned on you.'" 3 That same day the man of God gave a sign: "This is the
sign the LORD has declared: The altar will be split apart and the ashes on it will be poured out." 4 When King
Jeroboam heard what the man of God cried out against the altar at Bethel, he stretched out his hand from the altar
and said, "Seize him!" But the hand he stretched out toward the man shriveled up, so that he could not pull it back. 5
Also, the altar was split apart and its ashes poured out according to the sign given by the man of God by the word of
the LORD. 6 Then the king said to the man of God, "Intercede with the LORD your God and pray for me that my
hand may be restored." So the man of God interceded with the LORD, and the king's hand was restored and
became as it was before. 7 The king said to the man of God, "Come home with me for a meal, and I will give you a
gift." 8 But the man of God answered the king, "Even if you were to give me half your possessions, I would not go with
you, nor would I eat bread or drink water here. 9 For I was commanded by the word of the LORD: 'You must not eat
bread or drink water or return by the way you came.'" 10 So he took another road and did not return by the way he
had come to Bethel.
There are a few things in this passage that require some background material to better understand the story.
• The idolatrous altar at Bethel
o The split of the united kingdom under Solomon’s son Rehoboam (1 Kings 12:1-24)
▪ Rehoboam is king of the southern kingdom of Judah
▪ Jeroboam is the king of the northern kingdom of Israel
o The golden calves of Bethel and Dan set up by Jeroboam
(1 Kings 12:26-33)
• the unnamed prophet from Judah
o who he was: an unknown who had no popular influence
o where he was: in Bethel outside his home territory

•
•

o what he said: curses the altar
o when he says it: interrupts the King’s worship
the seizure that wasn’t and the one that was
o the call for the prophet’s arrest
o the paralyzed hand of the king
the gift that was given and the one that was refused
o the prophet’s prayer for miraculous healing
o the king’s invitation that is declined
o the unusual yet explicit instruction from God

Here is faith fact #1:
The toughest decisions can make the greatest impact.
• What tough decision are you facing . . .
o In your marriage
o In your job
o With your health
o In your spiritual development
• Go with God (Proverbs 3:5-6)
Now let’s get back to our story of the brave prophet and the broken altar.
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Now there was a certain old prophet living in Bethel, whose sons came and told him all that the man of God had
done there that day. They also told their father what he had said to the king. 12 Their father asked them, "Which way
did he go?" And his sons showed him which road the man of God from Judah had taken. 13 So he said to his sons,
"Saddle the donkey for me." And when they had saddled the donkey for him, he mounted it 14 and rode after the man
of God. He found him sitting under an oak tree and asked, "Are you the man of God who came from Judah?" "I am,"
he replied. 15 So the prophet said to him, "Come home with me and eat." 16 The man of God said, "I cannot turn back
and go with you, nor can I eat bread or drink water with you in this place. 17 I have been told by the word of the
LORD: 'You must not eat bread or drink water there or return by the way you came.'" 18 The old prophet answered, "I
too am a prophet, as you are. And an angel said to me by the word of the LORD: 'Bring him back with you to your
house so that he may eat bread and drink water.'" (But he was lying to him.) 19 So the man of God returned with him
and ate and drank in his house.
So as you can see our story has now turned into a tale of two prophets.
• The prophet of Bethel
o His age
o His activity, or lack thereof
o His angst?
• The prophet from Judah
o A shady decision
o A moral dilemma
o A slippery slope
Here is faith fact #2:
Deception always leads to bad decisions.
• Jeremiah 8:9b; Galatians 1:8
As the curtain lifts on the final scene of our story, we discover the fatal consequences for disrespecting God and
disobeying His Word. And on to the stage struts our lion.
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While they were sitting at the table, the word of the LORD came to the old prophet who had brought him back. 21
He cried out to the man of God who had come from Judah, "This is what the LORD says: 'You have defied the word
of the LORD and have not kept the command the LORD your God gave you. 22 You came back and ate bread and
drank water in the place where he told you not to eat or drink. Therefore your body will not be buried in the tomb of
your ancestors.'" 23 When the man of God had finished eating and drinking, the prophet who had brought him back
saddled his donkey for him. 24 As he went on his way, a lion met him on the road and killed him, and his body was left
lying on the road, with both the donkey and the lion standing beside it. 25 Some people who passed by saw the body
lying there, with the lion standing beside the body, and they went and reported it in the city where the old prophet
lived. 26 When the prophet who had brought him back from his journey heard of it, he said, "It is the man of God who
defied the word of the LORD. The LORD has given him over to the lion, which has mauled him and killed him, as the
word of the LORD had warned him." 27 The prophet said to his sons, "Saddle the donkey for me," and they did so. 28
Then he went out and found the body lying on the road, with the donkey and the lion standing beside it. The lion had
neither eaten the body nor mauled the donkey. 29 So the prophet picked up the body of the man of God, laid it on
the donkey, and brought it back to his own city to mourn for him and bury him. 30 Then he laid the body in his own
tomb, and they mourned over him and said, "Alas, my brother!" 31 After burying him, he said to his sons, "When I die,
bury me in the grave where the man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his bones. 32 For the message he
declared by the word of the LORD against the altar in Bethel and against all the shrines on the high places in the
towns of Samaria will certainly come true."
NIV
1 Kings 13:1-32
How incredibly sobering this is. The courageous prophet of God loses his confidence in the revelation of God and it
costs him his life.
• The cuisine and the conviction
• A strange set of pall-bearers
• A eulogy fit for eternity
Here is faith fact #3:
The most dangerous place a disciple can be is outside the will of God.
• Proverbs 30:5
There is a remarkable ending to the story of the prophet from Judah. His prophetic words were perfectly fulfilled
360 years later. In accordance with the prophecy Josiah was born, became king and led the greatest revival in
Israelite history. Listen to the words of 2 Kings 23:15-18
Even the altar at Bethel, the high place made by Jeroboam son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to sin-- even
that altar and high place he demolished. He burned the high place and ground it to powder, and burned the
Asherah pole also. 16 Then Josiah looked around, and when he saw the tombs that were there on the hillside,
he had the bones removed from them and burned on the altar to defile it, in accordance with the word of the
LORD proclaimed by the man of God who foretold these things. 17 The king asked, "What is that tombstone I
see?" The people of the city said, "It marks the tomb of the man of God who came from Judah and
pronounced against the altar of Bethel the very things you have done to it." 18 "Leave it alone," he said. "Don't
let anyone disturb his bones." So they spared his bones and those of the prophet who had come from
Samaria.
C.T. Studd – the nineteenth century phenomenal English cricket player who walked away from a life of athletic glory
to follow Christ to the mission fields of China, then India and then Africa said,
"Some wish to live within the sound of Church or Chapel bell;
I want to run a Rescue Shop within a yard of hell."—C. T. Studd

Only One Life
Two little lines I heard one day, Traveling along life’s busy way;
Bringing conviction to my heart, And from my mind would not depart;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, yes only one, Soon will its fleeting hours be done;
Then, in ‘that day’ my Lord to meet, And stand before His Judgment seat;
Only one life,’ twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, the still small voice, Gently pleads for a better choice
Bidding me selfish aims to leave, And to God’s holy will to cleave;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Give me Father, a purpose deep, In joy or sorrow Thy word to keep;
Faithful and true what e’er the strife, Pleasing Thee in my daily life;
Only one life, ’twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Oh let my love with fervor burn, And from the world now let me turn;
Living for Thee, and Thee alone, Bringing Thee pleasure on Thy throne;
Only one life, “twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.
Only one life, yes only one, Now let me say, “Thy will be done”;
And when at last I’ll hear the call, I know I’ll say ‘twas worth it all”;
Only one life,’ twill soon be past, Only what’s done for Christ will last.

Only one life to live; what will you do with yours? Will you make the tough decisions? Will you respect and obey the
Word of God? Will you stay centered in the will of God? Heaven and earth will record your answer.

