King of the Jungle
Facing the untamed challenges of life
“The Lion King: THE king of the jungle”
Revelation 5
Last Sunday we explored the lion-lined throne of King Solomon; that incredible display of power and authority
symbolized by the twelve golden lions that lined both ends of the six steps leading up to Solomon’s majestic throne.
As awe-inspiring as it must have been in antiquity, we acknowledged that it paled in comparison to the authority and
power of God. As the Lord pronounced through the prophet, “Heaven is my throne and the earth is my footstool”
(Isaiah 66:1).
It is not always easy to realize the power and authority of God. And even when we do acknowledge it, we
often misunderstand its implications. For instance, on the original Sunday before Easter, Palm Sunday, the crowds
went crazy in celebration of the Christ as he approached Jerusalem on a donkey. They bowed and blessed and
boasted that Jesus was the Son of David; that is they were ascribing to him the glory of being the long awaited
Messiah. But in less than a week, their convictions had changed. The cries for his coronation turned into calls for his
crucifixion!
And He was . . . Jesus crucified, dead and buried. The celebration of Easter encompasses both ends of the
emotional spectrum: the despair of Christ’s death and the delirious joy of his resurrection. One of the celebrated sites
of the resurrection is the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem. Here are a few images I have enjoyed over the years at that
celebrated site.

I love Matthew’s telling of the glorious story of that first Easter.
After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went
to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from
heaven and, going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and
became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the women, "Do not be afraid, for I know that you are
looking for Jesus, who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the
place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: 'He has risen from the dead and is going
ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.' Now I have told you." 8 So the women hurried
away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his disciples.
(Mat 28:1-8 NIV)
And it still is a story worth telling today: Jesus rose from the dead and He lives!
The story of Christ’s glory doesn’t end with the resurrection. On this Easter Sunday, I want to take you beyond
Golgotha’s cross and the Garden’s empty tomb all the way to the throne of heaven. There you can see a
spectacular scene that is revealed in the book of Revelation.
Let’s take a look at Revelation chapter 5. John, one of Jesus’ original 12 disciples, who himself encountered the
resurrected Christ on multiple occasions, was given this highest honor. Nearing the end of his earthly life, John saw a
vision in heaven of a ledger, a lion and a lamb. Those three images hold the key to unlocking your own experience of
encountering the power of the Resurrection this morning.
First, there is the image of a locked ledger (Revelation 5:1-4)
Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven
seals. 2 And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?"
3
But no one in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept
because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.
Rev 5:1-4 NIV
•
•

•

Who is seated on the throne of heaven?
o It is God Himself (Revelation 4:3,8b)
What did the scroll contain?
o It was the title deed to the universe
o Deeds to property would often have a brief description of the contents on the outside, visible without
opening it, and details on the inside. It is not unreasonable to see the scroll as a sort of "title deed to
the universe", as it was written both on the outside and on the inside. This theory explains John's
consternation when no one was found worthy to open the scroll: the contents of the scroll are not a
mystery to John, because he has read the brief description on the outside of the scroll and knows that
it is the document that proves God's ownership of the universe. If no one were able to open it, would
the world continue as it was without God's intervention; would there be no relief or justice for the
martyrs? Happily, Jesus was worthy to open it, being perfect in justice and in mercy, in authority and in
humility.
o After the final seal is broken the pronouncement is made, “The kingdom of the world has become the
kingdom of the Lord and of his Christ, and he will reign for ever and ever.” Rev. 11:15
How extensive was the search?(Rev. 5:2-3)
o The patriarchs: Abraham, Isaac, Jacob
o The prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, Elijah

•

o The priests: Aaron, Eli, Jehoida
o The apostles: Peter, James, John, Paul
o The angels: Gabriel, Michael
John’s inconsolable sorrow v. 4
o All our sorrows will ultimately be silenced by the Savior
o “weeping may endure for a night, but joy comes in the morning.
Psalm 30:5

Next, we find a lion with legitimate credentials who comes to the rescue (Revelation 5:5)
Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed.
He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." (Revelation 5:5 NIV)
•
•

These are messianic monikers
o The Lion of the tribe of Judah (Genesis 49:9-10)
o The Root of David (Isaiah 11:1-2)
Christ, as the Lion of Judah and the Root of David HAS (past tense) triumphed
o This triumph is the necessary credential to open the sealed scroll

Finally, we discover that the lion doubles as the lamb (Revelation 5:6)
Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living
creatures and the elders . . . 7 He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And
when he had taken it . . . 9 they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and language and
people and nation.
(Revelation 5:6-9 NIV)
•
•
•

The lion is the lamb!
The slain one is standing!
The blood buys the redemption!

In this heavenly revelation entrusted to John, we find the key to personally experience the power of the resurrection,
the gift of Easter. The ledger, the lion and the lamb all point to Jesus Christ. He was slain for you and He lives today!
C.S. Lewis captures the glory of Easter Sunday in his famous allegory The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. Let’s
take a moment to relive the reality of the resurrection together.
The clip of the resurrection of Aslan from “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe”

