King of the Jungle
Facing the untamed challenges of life
“David & the Lion: boot camp for giant-slaying”
1 Samuel 17
David is famous for slaying the Philistine giant, Goliath. This faith exploit catapulted him into
folk star status among the Israelites as well as among their arch-enemies, the Philistines. The
song was sung as a triumph track, It went something like this: “Saul has slain his thousands but
David thousands more; David slew that giant, and evened up the score!”
You are probably familiar with the sling and stone story. But you may not remember the
important role of the lion or the strategic site where the battle took place. I want to take you
to boot camp for giant-slaying today. I’ll show you from scripture how David developed into
one of the greatest giant-slayers of all time and how you can find the courage to face and fell
by faith the giants in your life or that may show up in your future.
“As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet
him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the
forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground. 50 So David
triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand
he struck down the Philistine and killed him.”
1 Samuel 17:48-50 NIV
Borderline battles are part of every person’s life story.
• The Valley of Elah (1 Samuel 17:1-3)
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Borderline battles for your marriage
Borderline battles for your kids
Borderline battles for your spiritual growth
Borderline battles for the lost
Borderline battles for our country and culture
2 Samuel 22:35-36; 2 Chronicles 20:17
Where is your “Elah Valley?”

God can make giant-slayers from the most ordinary of people.
• In eighth and forgotten place
• Eliab, Abinadab, Shimea, Nathanel, Raddai, Ozem, Elihu, David (1 Chronicles 2:13-15; 1
Chronicles 27:18)
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Samuel’s surprise (1 Samuel 16)
80 taunts; no response (1 Samuel 17:4,8-11,16)
Ezekiel 22:30
What is your giant fear or foe today?

Every day is an opportunity to develop giant-slaying skills.
• David’s boot camp (Psalm 78:70-72)

•
•
•
•
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The Elah Valley and Psalm 23
A cheesy job turns into a divine appointment (1 Samuel 17:17-19)
David’s giant-slaying credentials (1 Samuel 17:32-37)
Walking by faith today is the best practice for slaying the giants of tomorrow!

Where are you today? Are you frustrated with responsibilities that seem insignificant? God
has a divine appointment for you; be faithful! Are you paralyzed with fear because of a
taunting giant of a circumstance or problem? God has a sling stone strategy to bring you
victory! What God did through David, He can do through you. Will you volunteer? Will you
accept the challenge? Will you run to the battle line? Will you become a giant-slayer for God?

