King of the Jungle
Facing the untamed challenges of life
The win for this series is to cultivate a ferocious confidence in God to navigate the challenging circumstances of life.
“Samson & the Lion: turning scars into sweetness”
Judges 14
Samson went down to Timnah and saw there a young Philistine woman. 2 When he returned, he said to his father and
mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in Timnah; now get her for me as my wife." 3 His father and mother replied,
"Isn't there an acceptable woman among your relatives or among all our people? Must you go to the uncircumcised
Philistines to get a wife?" But Samson said to his father, "Get her for me. She's the right one for me." 4 (His parents did
not know that this was from the LORD, who was seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines; for at that time they
were ruling over Israel.) 5 Samson went down to Timnah together with his father and mother. As they approached the
vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him. 6 The Spirit of the LORD came upon him in
power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands as he might have torn a young goat. But he told neither his
father nor his mother what he had done. 7 Then he went down and talked with the woman, and he liked her. 8 Some
time later, when he went back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the lion's carcass. In it was a swarm of bees
and some honey, 9 which he scooped out with his hands and ate as he went along. When he rejoined his parents, he
gave them some, and they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the lion's carcass.
Judges 14:1-9
Don’t lose sight of what you cannot see.
• “His parents did not know that this was from the LORD” v. 4
• The iceberg principle
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2 Corinthians 4:18
1 Corinthians 13:12 Now we see things imperfectly, like puzzling reflections in a mirror, but then we will see
everything with perfect clarity. All that I know now is partial and incomplete, but then I will know everything
completely, just as God now knows me completely.
God is not calloused to your conflict. He sees your struggles. There is always more than meets the eye.

Develop strong spiritual reflexes.
• “suddenly a young lion came roaring toward him” v. 5
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When the lion roars, the spirit pours
“the spirit of the Lord came upon him in power so that he tore the lion apart with his bare hands” v. 6
Part of this is the undiluted grace of God (Judges 13:25; Revelation 3:20)
How do you respond when you are squeezed, surprised, overwhelmed, afraid, discouraged, disheartened,
drained? (Psalm 56:3; 2 Chronicles 20:12)

Trust God to grow grace out of your grief.
• “Some time later . . . he turned aside to look at the lion's carcass. In it was a swarm of bees and some honey”
v. 8
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Learn how to turn short term pain into long term gain
1 Peter 5:10; Genesis 41:51-52; 45:4-5,8a; Romans 8:18;
2 Corinthians 12:7-10

Solving the riddle (Judges 14:14)
“Out of the eater, something to eat;
Out of the strong, something sweet.”

